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Over the past three decades, the Women’s Movement has played a critical role in
the struggle for equal rights in Iran. Women were a forceful presence during the
2009 Green Movement demonstrations, in which millions of Iranians poured onto
the streets to demand democratic accountability. The Women’s Movement’s social
networks facilitated the rapid spread of information amongst protesters, and the
Movement’s leadership provided organizational guidance.

Despite the strong support the Green Movement has received from women, gender
marginalization within the Movement remains a persist issue. Strategic decisions
within lran’s pro-democracy community continue to be made by men, and patriar-
chal attitudes remain prevalent.

In her presentation, Ms. Abbasgholizadeh will explore how women activists can
draw attention to gender perspectives and promote a culture of equality within the
Green Movement. By identifying shared values in a number of key areas, She will
seek to locate common ground and present a strategy for further promotion and in-
tegration of gender equality.
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